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Internships in Computer Science

There are many students on this campus the job description, there were either be an
who go home in mid-May only to find that life address to which you should mail a cover letter
at home with Mom and Dad just isn’t as much and resumé, or it will say “place resumé in
fun as they thought it'd be. If they’re working atmailbox by such-and-such.” There is a large
all, many of these students are working at day- bin of mailboxes just outside of EPO just for
camps or construction sites. Somehow, Camp this purpose. Find the mailbox with the name
Tonawanga doesn’t seem like a place fora  of your company, slide a resumé in, and you're
computer science major to get some good all set... well, almost.
experience for the future. You may ask, “Where
can | get this experience?” The answer is
summer internships.

This whole process looks really simple,
but you still haven’t gotten an internship. The
real task involved in getting an internship or
any job is going after the job that you want. A
contact person is listed for every company. If
you don't hear from a company in a couple
summer interns. The list contains employers weeks, send this person a letter! If they hear
from all over the country, and even a few from you, it will show them that you are really
overseas. There are internships for people in alhterested in working for them, and they
engineering curriculums, including Computer should take a close look at you. Don'’t be
Science. afraid to call up and say, “I haven’t heard
,anything in a few weeks, | was just wondering
how things are progressing.”

Every week, the Engineering Placement
Office puts out a bulletin with a list of
employers who are specifically looking for

You may now ask, “What do | have to do?
This part is even easier. Simply go through the

list and find the employers that you like. In with (Continued on page 5)

Law, Ethics, and Computer Science
Part Il: Intellectual Property

An important disclaimer: | am not a lawyer. column; later columns will deal with issues
While | believe the legadpinions | write in this and applications of each of these areas.
column to be correct, they are nevertheless a
layman’s view of the law. If you have important
legal questions, yoshould discuss them with a

lawyer.

Copyright law is concerned with the right
to copy a specific work aftellectual
property. Copyrights protect the copyright
holder’s rightto control the copying of their

Many areas of computer science are work for 75 years; they also protest-called
affected by intellectual propertgw. Intellectual “moral rights”, such as the right to claim
property is property whose value lies not in a authorship of g@iven work. The copyright law
physical object but in its ideas or expression. Itwas changed in 1990 so that works are now
is also commonlyproperty which could easily  copyrighted by default (before 1990, works not
be duplicated (unlike physical property). explicitly copyrighted were in the public

. _ domain). While an explicit copyright notice

Examples of intellectual property mclude_ and proof of authorship are useful, anything

the content of books, patents, software, music, written is now automatically copyrighted by

and trademarks. There are three common meays, 4uthor Copyrights can be granted on a
of protecting intellectual property relevantto . .o éxpression but not on an idea
computer science: copyrights, patents, and ' ’

contracts. These will be discussed in this .
(Continued on page 4)
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The Student Organization Resource 5 minute interview. Added to this is the earmarked for ACM. In previous
Fee committee has decided to keep this apparent disorganized nature of the SOR§emesters, we have applied for sums of

University back in the stone ages. For  board.
those of you who don’t know, the SORF
board determines how muchyadur

student resource fee money to give to eac
registered student organization on campugf)
This semester, the SORF board has chos

to give ACM next to nothing. Well,
actually we received $100 to use for .
communications. This minute sum would week or so later, it turned out that the
barely pay for two DI ads!!! ACM has
budgeted approximately $17,000 in

We requested to speak before the
§ORF board itself, knowing that ACM

ard directly. We were told that we

eded to clarify our expenditures to the

would be notified before the meeting, so

that we could attend. Well, after calling adevelopment and many other items that

board had already made its decisions for
our funding, without ever notifying us of

$5-900 and received about half that each
time. The money for this semester was
budgeted for new reference material for
our library, subscriptions to popular
computing magazines and journals,
computer software for our lab, an IBM
compatible computer for software

our organization desperately needs to meet
the demands of our growing membership.
With the tiny sum of money appropriated

expenditures for this year, and you can seéhe meeting. Pointing this out as soon %0 ACM for this semester, we will have to

how much this means to the SORF board.
They are going to fund less than 1% of
ACM’s needs for the year! We have a gap
of nearly $2000 for this semester alone in
the amount of funding we receive from the
computer science department, fund raising,
and membership dues.

From
the
Chair

we learned about it, we were informed

After seeing the SORF allocation

cut back the events and services that we
offer our members.

| wish that there was an easy way to
change this situation, but unfortunately,
there isn’t. We are following ‘proper
channels’ to make sure that we do
everything within our rights as a student
organization to obtain funding. | want to

process in action, it baffles me how it can that the recommended funding could onlyrecommend that everyone collect their

survive as itis. Each organization that
submits an application for funding is
interviewed by a small panel. A few
guestions are asked about the funding
application and then the meeting is over. them that their initial allocation was
The people in this sub-committee are thenwrong, and that we deserve more.
expected to answer any questions that theTrying to change a decision that was
SORF board has about the application. based on wrong or misleading

This can easily allow personal bias into thenformation will be very difficult, but we
system as well as just plain ignorance of have no choice but to try.

what the group is asking for and why it
may be so desperately needed. It is
difficult enough for the actual leaders of a

organization to justify every one of their o
g Justify y member of another organization, that

expenditures, let alone someone who's K $600 that should b
only knowledge of the group comes from avorks outto over that should be

reconsideration, even if a mess-up like

Realizing that each student on

Newsletter Staff

be changed if we submitted a request forSORF refund, donate it to ACM, and tell

the board how disgusted we are with this

this had been made. This means that wesituation, but that would not be fair to
will have to argue with the board and tell other organizations, so please don’t. You

can be sure that we will not let these

mistakes continue. When you see familiar
names on the ballot for the SORF board in
next year’'s election, please support them.

It is unfortunate that a group which
really decides the fate of most registered
student organizations on this campus can

rcampus has paid a $5 SORF fee, and evée run so poorly and make such
assuming that each member of ACM is amisinformed decisions.

- Alex Bratton
Chairman
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